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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
This study explores the construction of political space in post-Soviet Estonia. To this end, the study develops a new "critical geopolitics"
approach to the study of International Relations by importing perspectives from Political Geography and social theory, and by making use of Q
methodological discourse analysis. On the whole, the new approach departs clearly from traditional geopolitical scholarship in focusing on the
political, discursive and subjective aspects of geopolitics. In particular, this approach helps us to obtain detailed knowledge of how discourse
construction, identity politics and subjectively experienced everyday life result in the creation of new symbolic and material (territorial)
boundaries between groups, states and groups of states. In the early 1990s, the ethnic Estonians initiated the practice of "restorationist
geopolitics". By clinging to the principle of restoration of Estonia's statehood, they drove themselves into a border dispute with Russia. They also
found themselves at odds with Russia in practising exclusionist citizenship policies towards Estonia's Russophone minority and by trying to
disengage Estonia firmly from Russia after some 50 years of Soviet rule over Estonia. However, by making use of Q methodological discourse
analysis and in-depth interviews, the study locates three discourses that introduce interesting alternatives to "restorationist geopolitics". The
significance of these three discourses is that they indicate a relative opening up of political space in Estonia. Importantly, there is now more room
for competing forms of identity politics as well. This also means the transformation of the rigid boundaries of the early 1990s between the ethnic
Estonians and Estonia's Russophones into more permeable ones, with the Estonian government also opting for more inclusive policies.
Estonian-Russian interstate relations continue to display a somewhat more mixed pattern, but the application of the new "critical geopolitics"
approach provides good grounds for finding further routes of peaceful development in the Baltic Region and post-Soviet space at large.
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